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A TRIO of Cape Flats hip-hop dancers
are setting the world alight.

The crew scooped several gold medals at a
dance tournament in New York last month.

- Jason ‘Shaker’ Meyer, 19, Jason ‘Skouer’ Sisam,
17, and Shelley ‘Oogles’ Christians, 18, are better

known as Fusion.

The three dancers are ranked 17th, 18th and 19th

in a field of 150 hip-hop dancers
around the world.

Award

And after their duidelike perfor-
mance at an international compe-
tition at the Broadway Dance
Centre in New York, they won a
MTYV Dance for Life award.

Shelley was dubbed “Feet of
Steel” and impressed the judges
to scoop four gold medals.

Skouer and Shaker got three gold
medals and a trophy each.

Fusion also collected a number
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of silver and bronze medals.

The crew vannie Flats were also
voted tops out of 35 countries for
their group dance performance.

“They kept saying they’ve got
technique, but we have soul,” says
Shelley.

“The judges said to us that we
showed passion, energy, determi-
nation and raw talent.”

Skouer says Fusion became a
household name at the contest.

“It really boosted
dence to learn differe
raphy, and while ove
were really famous,” |

School

" The three talented .
from the Out of Af;
school in Kalk Bay.

Their dance teacher
says: “It’s too much t
how many gold, silver
medals we have. I'm t
teacher in the world.”
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lvey Meyer, hoof van die Out of Africa-dansakademie in St. James, met die dansers wat in New York aan Summer Dance Festival gaan deeinee
Agter is Shelley Christians, terwyl Jason Meyer (links) en Jason Sisam handstaan.
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Dansers gaan Groot Appel skud

JULIAN JANSEN
Kaapstad

Min mense kan hul dansruimtes
s0 energiek en verstommend be-
nut soos die drie talentvolle dan-
sers van die Out of Africa-dans-
akademie in St. James.

Jason “Shaker” Meyer (19), Ja-
son “Skouer” Sisam (17) en
Shelley “Baby Girl” Christians
(18) van onderskeidelik Lake-
side, Zeekoevlei en Retreat doen
dit s6 goed dat hulle van 7 tot 12
Julie hul slag op die Summer
Dance Festival by die Broadway
Dance Centre in New York gaan
WYys.

Van 13 tot 18 Julie gaan hulle
ook by die North American
Dance Awards, ook in New
York, deelneem.

Dié twee byeenkomste word
deur die Internasionale Dansor-
ganisasie (IDO) gereél en be-
kende dans-instrukteurs en cho-
rograwe Wade Robson, Dave
Scott, Mia Michaels, Chris Judd,
Shane Sparks, Brian Friedman
en Laurie Ann Gibson, gaan
daar wees.

“Goeie genade!” is al wat 'n
toeskouer kon uitkry terwyl dié
drietal hul dansitem, Fusion, op
die verhoog oefen.

Volgens die hoof van die dans-

akademie, me. Ivey Meyer, is
haar dansers voorbereid vir hul
oorsese avontuur.

“Ons hoop dat ons eg Suid-
Afrikaanse choreografie, wat uit
straatdans, ballet, kontemporeére
danse en breakdans bestaan, die
kenners se oé sal vang. Indien
wel, kan hulle dalk 'n kursus by
die New Yorkse dans-akademie
losslaan.”

Meyer gaan ook ’n dansin-
strukteurslypskool meemaak.

Volgens Shelley wat in die bal-
let- en hiphop-items gaan dans,
is sy “verskriklik opgewonde”
om oorsee te gaan deelneem.
Shelley was vanjaar deel van die

Vodababes, ‘'n dansgroep wat t;
dens Super 14-rugbywedstryde
op die Nuweland-rugbystadion
opgetree het.

Volgens Meyer, wat in 2006 1
finalis in die Shoprite Woman ¢
the Year was, sou sewe dansers
die toer meegemaak het. “Borg
skappe is egter 'n groot uitda-
ging.”

Meyer gaan ook van 27 tot 2
Julie vyf jong dansers van Kall
baai na die Hip Hop Day-dans-
kompetisie in Johannesburg
neem.

Bel Ivey Meyer by & (021)
7882092 of besoek www.outofafr
cadance.co.za
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Wmm city life: Jason Mayor, Shelley Christians and Jason
Sisam take on the mean streets of New York City.
Photo: Supplied

Kalk Bay troop scoop

CISKA VERSTER

THE Out of Africa Dance Academy, a well-

known dance troop based at St James’

Star of the Sea Convent School, walked
away with top honours for their energe-
tic, innovative and passionate dance rou-
tines at the national championships in Jo-
hannesburg recently.

The group of 12 dancers wowed judges at
the championships held on 28 and 29 July,
says dance instructor, Ivy Meyer.

“We are very proud of our achievement and

of the Sea Convent School.

it wouldn’t have been possible without the as-
sistance and sponsorship of businessmen and
women of Kalk Bay,” Meyer says.

“This was the first time any of the students
even got on an aeroplane, never mind com-
pete in championships —and the results were
phenomenal. We managed to win more than
50 medals for the dance team,” she says.

But it was not only national crowds who
were blown away by Meyer’s students. Three
of her senior dance students, Jason Mayor,
Shelley Christians and Jason Sisam, were in-
vited to attend a Broadway Dance Centre
workshop in New York at the start of July

Little heroes: The youngest dancers from the Out of
Africa Dance Academy show off their gold medals at the Star
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where they also competed in the North Ame-
rican dance championships. .

Choreographers from around the world
loudly praised the group’s routine. They com-
peted against some of the best dancers from
35 countries around the world and the three
dancers walked away with ten gold medals,
two trophies and two special awards for their
South African style.

“It was such a tough competition. The dan-
cers in America are just on another level
when you look at their choreography. They
do everything perfectly,” says Christians.

She explains, however, that although they

World class: Jason Mayor, Shelley Christians and Jason
Sisam won the South African hip-hop competition, and the North
American dance championships in New York.

s awards .

might appear perfect, the Americans had one
fatal flaw that in the end saw South Africa
walk away with the trophies: “They put no
emotion in their dance moves. There is no
passion. We went and danced our hearts out
and that was what judges noticed in the end.
They all commented that they loved our raw,
emotional dance style,” Christians says.

Meyer, founder and director of the group,
says her students are already training hard
for next year’s competition.

“We will definitely compete in all these
events from now on and we hope to take a
much larger group with us in 2008,” she says..





